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From the President 
 
 
Dear Cape Girardeau County Genealogical Society Members, 
 
I hope this missive finds all of you recovering from a busy summer, and looking forward to the 
cooler, crisper days of fall. Don’t forget to visit those old family cemeteries as the poison ivy, 
bugs, and critters begin to lie low as winter approaches. 
 
Sometimes in genealogy, house-cleaning of a sort is in order. I have one line which many cousins 
think has been figured out rather well—the Mayfields. A lot of the late 1700s-mid-1800s 
information on this family is based on a statement made by a son to gain membership in the Sons 
of the American Revolution in the late 1800s. Most have accepted this statement completely. 
However, as more and more records become available, a lot of it cannot be documented. I’ve tried 
to pigeonhole this statement into what I can find, with almost no success. Accordingly, I recently 
decided to just start over on this line. I’m only going to trust what I can put together with 
documentation and proof. Looks like it’s going to be an uphill battle, but who doesn’t like a 
challenge? All of us should go back on the “known” lines and verify with proof. We have a lot of 
help these days, with detailed books and online helps, but a lot of it just requires old-fashioned 
work in original records. 
 
I have recently been enjoying new episodes of “Who Do You Think You Are” on The Learning 
Channel. I can’t really justify the expense of expanded basic cable, so I’ve watched online. Lots of 
tips and tricks on this show, but don’t get the idea that it is all this easy, as many of you know. The 
week that this Collage is issued will also mark the local premiere of “Genealogy Roadshow” on 
PBS. I’m anxious to see this one, which focuses on ancestry for the rest of us “mere mortals,” 
rather than on celebrities. If you still can’t get enough genealogical entertainment, I’d recommend 
You Tube for the several seasons’ worth of episodes of the original BBC “Who Do You Think 
You Are.” 
 
Thanks to Ray Nichols, whose long article on John (King) Snyder is concluded in this issue, and 
to Celeste Stanton, who has provided another in her series of articles on her local ancestors. I’m 
happy to report that I already have enough for the December issue—including a recently-
discovered original source piece on the John Rodney/Rachel Ramsey family of the early 1800s. 
However, as I always say, if you send me your article, it will go up front in the next issue of 
Collage. 
 
Enjoy the fall, and happy hunting! 
 
 
 
                    Sincerely, 
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THE STANTONS OF SCOTT: 
John (Johnny) and Catherine Brown Allen 

 
By Celeste Beatrice Stanton 

Austin, Texas 
 
 
 

John Allen, born in 1860 in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, most probably as a slave, is the son of Charles and 
Elizabeth Allen and the brother of Rachel, James, Charles, Jr. and Granville Allen. On the US Federal 
Census of 1870, John is 10 years old and lives with his family consisting of: 
 
1870 United States Federal Census about John Allen 

Name: John Allen 

Birth Year: abt 1860 

Age in 1870: 10 

Birthplace: Missouri 

Home in 1870: Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Race: Black 

Gender: Male 

Household 
Members: 

Name Age 

Charles Allen 53 
Elisebeth Allen 34 
Rachael Allen 16 
James Allen 13 
John Allen 10 
Charles Allen 8 
Granville Allen 2 
Ella Rodney 14 
William Rodney 12 
Duffy Rodney 8 

 

 

 

 
The 1870 census does not speak to each person’s relationship to the head of the household. We can assume 
that the members of the household with the last name of Rodney are relatives of Elisabeth Allen, as that is 
her maiden name and are possibly a niece and two nephews. I note that this census taker did not indicate 
when children were “at school” as other’s did in subsequent years. The children are listed as “at home” but 
looking at the far column we see that John had attended school within the year. His older sister, Rachael 
also attended school within the year and could read and write. James was at school and could write. There 
is no indication if Charles, Jr. at age 8 had the beginnings of any formal education. Ella and William 
Rodney were in school that year and interestingly, at age 14, Ella was already working as a seamstress. 
 
On the 1880 census, John now age 20, still resides at home and works on a farm with, we presume, his 
father Charles. William Rodney and Charles Allen are employed as barbers. 
There are two additional children now in the family: Dewitt Allen, age 8 and Mary G. Allen, age 2. I note 
here that on both the 1870 and 1880 censuses, Charles Allen, Sr. is listed as black and all other members of 
the family are listed as mulatto. 
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On June 30, 1883, at the age of about 23, in Cape Girardeau, John married my great-grandmother, 
Catherine Brown, age 17, eldest daughter of John and Amanda Williams Brown. In a previous chapter we 
discussed Catherine’s parents and her siblings. Catherine, born after the end of the Civil War was born free, 
however, to a racially charged, unsettled society. 
 
 It is worthwhile to detail the officially documented record of their lives, but there is no one to tell us what 
they wore, or how nervous yet joyous this young couple might have been on that wedding day. We have an 
understanding of what the limited and restricted social climate was like in Cape Girardeau at the time, but 
in the microcosm of their limited world, I ache to know what the beginning of their lives together was like. 
  

 
 
 
To the marriage of John and Catherine were born four children: 
Lawrence Allen  born about 1882-83 
Nellie Allen  born about January 1885 
Zora Allen  born January 17, 1886 
Helen Allen  born September 18, 1890 
 
Since the children were born in the 1880-1892 period, we cannot find them in the nuclear family unit on 
census forms due to the devastating fire in Washington, DC which destroyed most of the Federal Census 
records of 1890. Thank God, and Aunt Nellie, for this family photo which allows us to see the family 
group, because by the next 10-year census in 1900, Catherine was dead and so was John. 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF JOHN (JOHNNY) ALLEN AT ABOUT AGE 20 
  

Note: This is a tintype picture of John. These are somewhat rare for Blacks of that day and I am 
privileged to have this in my possession. This tintype was left to me by my Aunt Nellie Allen Stanton, 

John’s daughter. 
 

Also note: John is quite a handsome man and has piercing blue-grey eyes. 
 
For more than ten years, I have tried to determine when these great-grandparents died. I knew from family 
conversations and supporting census data that the four children had been parceled out among family and 
friends. 
 
On the 1900 Federal US Census, Cape Girardeau County, Cape Girardeau Township, Sheet No. 23, we 
find Helen, age 9, in the home of her aunt, Josephine and husband, David Piercefield. Helen is listed as 
their adopted-daughter born September 1890. She has attended school for nine months during that year. 
Dates of Helen’s birth are often shown off by one year. In fact, the Cape Girardeau County Birth Notice 
Book lists Helen R. Allen as the 4th child born to John and Catherine on September 18, 1891 
 
Coincidentally, we find Zora, age 14, living right next door to her aunt Josephine’s, with another related 
family – the Goines. She is listed as a niece. Eliza Brown, the sister of Catherine and Josephine, married 
George Goines, so Zora is living with her maternal aunt’s family. Again the Cape Girardeau County Birth 
Notice Book lists Zora Lee Allen as the 3rd child born to John and Catherine on January 17, 1886. 
 
Lawrence, now listed in 1900 as age 18, lives independently and is employed as a servant in the 
hotel/boarding house owned by the widow Connie Smith. His job is pot washer, and he is literate- able to 
read and write. Interestingly, he works in an establishment with boarders who possess a wide 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF THE JOHN AND CATHERINE ALLEN FAMILY ABOUT 1891 
Left to right: Zora, mother Catherine, standing, father John, holding Helen, Lawrence and Nellie. 

Nellie is my grand-aunt who left me these photographs. 
 
variety of occupational skills: a capitalist, railroad clerk, teacher, drummer, bartender, minister, postal 
clerk, poultryman, traveling salesman, railroad auditor, marble dealer and photographer.  

 
At one time, I thought I’d found Aunt Nellie on the 1900 census. She would have been about 15 years of 
age at that time. I thought she’d be in the home of the Abernathys, Brassfields, possibly Rodneys, but I 
can’t find her on the census in this year. What my mother told me was that as a young girl, Aunt Nellie 
went to work as a servant for the Matthews family either in Cape Girardeau or St. Louis. There was 
somehow a tie between that family and the Browns or Allens. (We now know that Grandma Celie was at 
one time a slave for a member of the Matthews family.)  

. ;;~.-,•~~ -................................. -.. -.... ............................................................ ··•····· ··-···--····••· .... ········- --······ 

THEMIS STREET, 

Cape OitiafTdeau, 
mo. 

../I 
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We return to the now deceased parents, John and Catherine. Upon reviewing the CD disc provided to us by 
Mr. Terrell Weaver, Cemetery Sextant for the Cape Girardeau City Cemeteries, I finally found the final 
resting place of John Allen. He is buried in Old Lorimier Cemetery along with his parents, Charles and 
Elisabeth (Rodney) Allen and his brother, Granville Allen. John died October of 1894. He would have been 
34-35 years of age. This is from the Weekly Cape Girardeau Democrat, issue of Saturday, Oct. 13, 1894, 
page 5:  

 
Obituary of John (Johnny) Allen, husband of Catherine Brown Allen 

and father of Lawrence, Nellie, Helen and Zora Allen. 
  
"John Allen, head engineer at the Matteson Paint Mills, died at his home Wednesday. The deceased was a 
highly respected colored man and his death will be mourned by a large circle of friends.  He was a brother 
of Charley Allen, the Main street barber." 
 
One thing a family genealogist learns early is to read lists; to carefully search every line on a potential 
document. That is what it took after 10 years to finally determine when Catherine Brown Allen completed 
her journey on this earth. Buried in Old Lorimier Cemetery is Catherine Allen Abernathy, date of birth 
1866 – date of death February 23, 1900. Next to her name is a notation: “black, northside, catholic.” 
 
But even more interesting is the next line on the cemetery index. John N. Abernathy, born September 1835, 
died October 1899, and next to his name is the notation: “spouse of Catherine.” There it is! Her burial 
record and proof that she had remarried sometime after John’s death in 1894. She died only 6 years later 
still carrying his last name as proof of one part of her life, but using the last name of her husband at the 
time of her death. 
 
Catherine was only 34 years old when she passed. We want to remember that the Browns and Allens were 
close friends, and in some ways, possibly through marriage, kin to the Abernathys so it is certainly 
reasonable that Catherine would have known an eligible and interested Abernathy male. Keep is mind that 
marriage was one of only a few options for a woman, white or black, back during that time. Jobs for 
women were scarce and limited in scope for any woman, but particularly for a black woman. 
 
On the census documents you see them, if employed, as washerwoman/laundress, maid, and servant – jobs 
scarcely paying enough for a woman to survive on especially if she had children. Many women entered into 
less than pleasant marriages simply to find a way to survive. Catherine, an admittedly beautiful woman, 
was widowed at about age 28. I suspect that she had more than one eligible suitor who would marry her and 
support her 3 youngest children. Did she marry Mr. Abernathy for love or convenience? We will never 
know. 
 
After discovering her place of burial and her re-marriage, I spoke to Mr. Ron Beasley via phone, who went 
to the Cape County Archives and, in fact, found the application for marriage and the  
license for Catherine and Mr. Abernathy. In carefully reviewing the marriage documents this morning, I 
was shocked to see that John N. Abernathy, who married Catherine on October 8, 1899, died that same 
month!!!!!  
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MARRIAGE LICENSE – CATHERINE ALLEN TO JOHN N. ABERNATHY 
 

This signature by Catherine has great value to me. For the first time, I am able to actually see her written 
signature and penmanship. On so many documents, her name was spelled “Catharine” with an ‘a’ – but she 
spells it with an ‘e’. Note that she began to write her maiden name of Brown on the application, but 
someone, probably the court clerk, advised her to use her legal widowed name which was Allen. 
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Justice of the Peace William H. Willer united Catherine Allen and John N. Abernathy in marriage 

on October 8, 1899. 
 
 
We speak the names of John R. Allen, Catherine Brown Allen Abernathy, and John N. Abernathy. 
We honor their lives. 
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One of the Family Slaves 
John (King) Snyder 

Part III 
By Ray Nichols 

Arnold, MO 
 

The 56th U.S.C.T. were paid off and disbanded on Saturday September 15, having been in the service 
three years and a month. Private John (King) Snyder returned from the hospital to his unit, and was 
discharged at the Quarantine Station, south of Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri, under 
Special Orders Number 4, dated Headquarters, Department of Missouri, August 29, 1866. 1 
 
The men were allowed to retain their guns and a majority of them spent a good share of their money 
in the purchase of black broadcloth clothes, fair leather trunks, and fancy neckties. A newspaper 
account of the affair reported, “The clothing store runners had a lively time in drumming among 
them, and the boys were treated with excessive politeness by these mud clerks. Baggage wagons 
conveyed the disbanded troops to the clothing house, free of cost, and thence to the boarding 
houses and to the depots. Many of the men left yesterday for the interior of the state, to seek their 
old homes, and make arrangements for future employment. They behaved remarkably well. They will 
be a valuable accession to the labor of the state and make themselves useful in harvesting the crops.” 
2 
 
The survivors, including John, returned to civilian life as freedmen, but the victims of cholera 
remained in the small plot at Quarantine Station for another 70 years, before being recognized for 
their sacrifices. After being buried for 73 years, interested parties representing the black citizens 
of St. Louis, and led by Jacob Kuhl, sponsored a movement to transfer the remains of the victims to 
the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery. After completion of the excavations and the removal of 
the remains by the Gates Funeral Home of St. Louis, the grounds were restored to their original 
condition, satisfactory to the Koch Hospital authorities. 3 Nineteen metal containers containing the 
soldiers’ bones were sealed at the National Cemetery on May 10, 1939, and placed in graves 15008, 
15009, and 15010.4 Today, as one enters the Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, continues on 
Longstreet Drive, and turns left on Bundy Drive, they notice to the right in Section 57, a nondescript 
obelisk at grave 15009 inscribed with the words: 

1863 1866 
56th U.S. Colored Infantry 

“Their memory will not perish”  
Brigadier General N.B. Buford 

July 27, 1864 
The simple monument memorializes the 175 cholera victims of the 56th U.S.C.T., but only 
approximately 124 remains are buried in the mass grave. Other remains were buried along the 
Mississippi River bank at various points, one at Memphis, Tennessee and five in separate graves in 

                                                           
1 Company F Descriptive Book. 
2 Ibid., September 17, 1866, page 4, column 3. 
3 Typed manuscript in file Box 451, Civil War Papers, Collections of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, MO. 
4 Ibid.  
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Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, after dying in the Post Hospital. Currently there is an effort 
to erect several bronze plaques at the base of the monument listing all men buried in the mass grave. 
5 
 
As they returned to civilian life soldiers of the 56th USCT soon discovered a new and different 
struggle for their civil rights was just beginning.  
 

Later Life as a Freedman 
 

After being discharged, John Snyder, apparently with a new set of civilian clothes and his musket, 
returned to Cape Girardeau County and took up residence in the city of Cape. He immediately began 
going by the name John King. John stated later that after leaving the service his occupation was a 
laborer and a gardener in the spring and summer and a common laborer otherwise.  
 
Robert Magruder, a laborer stated later that he became acquainted with John in 1866 and they 
“steamboated and harvested together for about five years.” Robert watched him walk the stage 
plank and was afraid he was going to walk into the river. John told him he “…couldn’t hardly see.” 
 
Dr. Uriah M McCombs (in 1883) gave a statement that he had treated John since he returned from 
the war in 1866 and that he was in a disabled condition then. His disability caused him to be unable to 
do any manual labor. He treated John for the same disease every year since then. His legs and back 
were the afflicted parts. 
 
In January 1868 John King married Rosa Brown (an ex-slave), in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. When the 
Federal Census was taken on August 1, 1870, John and Rosa King were enumerated in the 1st Ward of 
the city of Cape Girardeau. John was listed as 30 years old and a laborer, and Rosa was 23 and 
keeping house. 6 
 
Dr. McCombs would later write to William W. Dudley of the Pension Department that he treated 
John in the spring and summer of 1872 for rheumatism. The Pension Department requested Dr. 
McCombs to supply the dates and duration of all treatments to John for rheumatism since his 
discharge. Once again, Dr. McCombs stated he had treated John more or less since he came home 
from the army for rheumatism and disability and that John was almost entirely disabled from manual 
labor. 
 
The Federal Census for June 11, 1880 shows John and Rosa King living in the city of Cape Girardeau 
but the ages they gave were almost identical to the ages given in the 1870 census (i.e. 30 and 24 
respectively). They are shown with two sons, Alexander R., age 3, and William H., 6 months old who 
was born in December 1879. John gave his occupation as laborer. 7 

                                                           
5 Nichols, Ray. “A Report on the 56th Regiment U.S. Colored Infantry Soldiers Who Died During August and 
September 1866.” March 2012. Typed manuscript prepared for the Jefferson Barracks Chapel Association and the 
National Parks Service. 
6 Ninth Census of the United States, 1870. (NARA microfilm publication M593). Records of the Bureau of the 
Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. Roll 7651, p. 86B 
7 Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication T9). Records of the Bureau of the Census, 
Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. Roll 678, p. 272A. 
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In the same census, John’s future wife, Sydney, is shown as married to a Phillips. On June 1, 1880, 
Wiley and Sydney Phillips were living in the village of Allenville, Cape Girardeau County, Missouri. 
Wiley was a 34 year old laborer and Sydney was his 40 year old wife. She is listed on the census with 
a tumor. Four children, daughters Lydia, age 24, Mary E., age 10, and Jane, age 6, a son, Samuel, age 
9, were enumerated with the couple. Also a grandson, Walter Jennings, age 3, and two boarders, 
George Fowler, age 50, and Samuel Hankle (Hinkle?) age 27, both colored and laborers are listed. 8 
 
On November 14, 1882, John Snyder filed an application for a pension alleging he had fever and 
rheumatism at age 41. He claimed, “…that in August or September 1864 at Helena he was sick with 
fever and sent to the hospital. While in the hospital rheumatism set in all over his body and was 
unable to do duty for two months and has never recovered from rheumatism.” He was granted a 
pension at $8 per month. His statement was witnessed by Jackson Poe and Calvin Israel ex-members 
of 56 USCT. 
 
A history of John’s pension claims, as shown in various documents in his pension file, indicates he had 
very little success in trying to obtain an increase in his original pension, without a new act being 
legislated:  
 

1882 November 14 – Act of July 14, 1862 Original Claim fever and  
rheumatism ALLOWED $8 per month 

1886 September 3 – applied for increase 
1886 November 20 – increase REJECTED 
1888 February 18 – applied for an increase 
1888 July 17 – increase REJECTED 
1888 December 27 – applied for an increase 
1890 March 12 – increase REJECTED 
1890 April 7 – applied for an increase and added impaired vision 
1890 September ? – increase REJECTED 
1890 October 13 – applied for an increase 
1891 March 2 – increase REJECTED 
1891 March 19 – Under Act of June 17, 1890 claimed rheumatism, disease of heart,   

lungs and eyes. Cataracts both eyes and pain in back and side ALLOWED $12 per 
month 

1895 March 15 – applied for an increase under general law and disease of the lungs 
1896 March 31 application for increase with added disease of the eyes 
1899 December 1 – increase REJECTED  
1901 July 22 – applied for an increase with rheumatism and disease of heart. 
1902 May 16 – increase REJECTED 
1902 October 6 – filed for an increase 
1903 July 16 – increase REJECTED 
1903 December 9 – filed for an increase 
1904 April 20 – ALLOWED $24 per month for rheumatism and disease of  
 the heart. 

                                                           
8 Ibid, p. 253B 
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1905 September 22 – filed for an increase in pension rheumatism and  
 disease of the heart 
1906 January 29 – increase REJECTED  
1907 October 2 – filed for an increase 
1907 November 25 – increase REJECTED. This would be John’s last attempt  
 for an increase. He would die five years later. 

 
On March 7, 1883, John went to Cairo, Illinois, to be examined by a Board of Surgeons. The Board 
issued a Certificate stating that John had no rheumatism at that time. There was, however, an 
enlargement and stiffening of the joints. His lungs were healthy and his right leg had been broken 
before the war. 
 
Rosa King lived with John King until September 1, 1883, but she later stated in the divorce 
proceedings, ”…he absented himself about a year.” Four children were born in the marriage but only 
one was living in 1883, Robert, 8 years old. On April 9, 1885, Rosa was granted a divorce. The custody 
of Robert was given to her. 9 
 
Neither John (King) Snyder or Eli Wiley Phillips were enumerated on the 1890 Veterans Census 
Schedule for Cape Girardeau County, Missouri. 
 
John Snyder, age 50, made an application to the Pension Department on March 16, 1891, stating that 
he was unable to support himself because of rheumatism, resulting in disease of the heart. He now 
claimed he had a cataract in the left eye and a growing cataract in the right. He also stated he could 
not see anything unless very near the object. He once again claimed disease of the lungs and pain in 
back and side. About 1896 John began wearing colored glasses to try to relieve his eyes, but 
apparently the glasses did not help. 
 
The June 1900 Federal Census shows John as John Snyder, living with his “wife” Sydney in Cape 
Girardeau. However, as the following marriage certificate shows they were not “officially” married 
until a year later. The census enumeration listed John as a 58 year old, born in October of 1841, and 
Sydney as a 56 year old born in October 1843. It also shows them being married for 36 years. The 
page shows her as having borne nine children, four of whom were living in 1900. Living with the couple 
were two granddaughters, Sally Abernathy, a 36 year old divorcee born in February 1864, having four 
children, two of whom were living, and Lizzie Quincy, an 18 year old married woman, born May 1882 
and having been married 0 years with no children. John is listed as a day laborer and Sally as a 
washerwoman. 10 It is not known if John and Sydney were married at this time as “common-law” 
husband and wife, or were just living together. Numerous ex-slaves claimed to be married but there 
are no “official” documents attesting to such.  
 
During the war at Helena, Arkansas, Black marriages became a problem for the commander of John’s 
regiment. In the summer of 1864, Colonel William S. Brooks, wrote to Captain T. C. Meatyard, 
Assistant Adjutant General of the Department of Eastern Arkansas: 

  
                                                           
9 Court of Common Pleas, Cape Girardeau, MO, Book E, p 234,  
10 Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. (NARA microfilm publication T623). Records of the Bureau of the 
Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. Roll 845, p. 22B 
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“Captain: 
I have to report that Chaplain Locke has assumed the responsibility of marrying men of my 
command to contraband women, contrary to my orders. I have reported disreputable women 
that I might be rid of a nuisance. The course pursued by Chaplain Locke fastens them on me 
in a rather unpleasant manner. Please have Chaplain Locke exercise his prerogative sparingly 
with my regiment.” 11 

 
Chaplain Locke was Minister James R. Locke, of Decatur, Illinois, who first joined the 2nd Illinois 
Cavalry, but then at age 49 took a commission as Captain of Company B in the 7th Louisiana Infantry 
of African Descent. This regiment was re-designated as the 64th Regiment Infantry USCT. On 
March 4, 1864, he was detached to Helena, Arkansas, as Superintendent of Freedmen. It was in this 
capacity that he was marrying Blacks. April 25, 1901, John Snyder “officially” married Sydney 
Phillips in Cape Girardeau County, Missouri, as shown on the certificate below. 
 

Sydney Phillips was first married to Eli Wiley Phillips, an ex-slave. According to her, Eli always 
claimed he was in the military and was a private who had enlisted in Tennessee about 1863 and served 
until the close of the war.  
 
After being questioned by the Pension Department, she stated: 
 

“My former husband, Eli Wiley Phillips, served in the Union Army in Tennessee as a regular 
soldier. I never knew him until after the war, hence all I know is from hearsay. Eli Wiley 
Phillips had his discharge which I saw with my own eyes and he kept it until our home was 
burned about the year 1877. About that date our home was at Allenville, Missouri. It was 
burned when he and I were away from home and the discharge was destroyed. Although I saw 
the discharge and heard Eli Wiley Phillips, my husband, talk about his service in the army, I 
don’t remember in what capacity he served, or under whom he served and I do not know of 
any comrades or friends who would know because he came to Missouri after the war. I do not 
know the names of his commanding officers nor the name of the town in Tennessee from 
which he enlisted and I have no way of finding out.  

 

                                                           
11 Regimental Letterbook. Brooks to Captain T. C. Meatyard, June 12, 1864.  
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She added a month later: 
 

“Her former husband Eli Wiley Phillips was even a pensioner. He made application for a 
pension while living at Allenville, Missouri, but did not receive it. I do not know the number” 

 
However, the Pension Department and the War Department claimed they could find no record of his 
service or pension application. Their daughter, Jennie Dumas, would later state she was at Eli’s 
bedside when he died at Cairo, Illinois, on March 19, 1899, and that he was buried at Mounds, Illinois. 
There is no record of him being buried at the Mound City National Cemetery. 
 
In 1912 Dr. Eisha H. Gregory Wilson was treating John and stated he had made 30 visits to John at 
$1.50 each, resulting in a bill of $45 and that John had made two office visits at 50 cents each 
equaling $1 for a total bill of $46. He added that John’s wife “…is a cripple and owing to tumors on 
her she cannot stand an operation due to age and depends on others to assist her.” Dr. Wilson had 
been treating him since 1907. 
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John King Snyder died on March 28, 1912. Dr. Wilson attended to him through his last illness until his 
death. Dr. Wilson stated that John complained for a long time about palpitation of the heart and 
shortness of breath, also had bronchitis. Dr. Wilson gave the primary cause of death as heart disease 
with arterial sclerosis and secondly bronchitis and senility. ”…the old man was blind and practically 
helpless.”  
 
John was laid to rest in the “New City Cemetery” in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, according to his death 
certificate. This would have been Fairmount Cemetery. John is buried in Section C. 12 
 
After John’s death, Sydney Snyder applied for his pension and was granted a widow’s pension of $12 
per month on March 29, 1912. At the time she was living on North Sprigg Street in Cape. 
 
Following instructions from the Pension Department, on August 29, 1912, attorney Lee L. Bowman sent 
in five affidavits, a copy of John and Sydney’s marriage certificate (shown above), and a copy of the 
decree of divorce between John and Rosa (not found), on behalf of Sydney’s application for John’s 
pension. 
 
Commencing September 8, 1916, Sydney Snyder was entitled to $20 per month widow’s pension. 
 
Then, on September 30 Sydney Snyder dictated a letter to the Commissioner of Pensions saying she 
was entitled to $20 per month under the Act of September 8, 1916. She was born a slave and was 20 
years old at the beginning of the war. She was then past 76 years of age and suffering from 
rheumatism. She lived at 142 North Henderson, Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
 
Sydney Snyder died in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, April 10, 1925 and was buried in Section C, 
Fairmount Cemetery, grave location unknown. 13 
 
This article attempts to show that John Snyder lived the life of many Black men before, during and 
after the War Between the States. His life went unnoticed for the most part as he suffered in 
silence as a slave, a soldier and then as civilian. It is hoped through this article, his life, as General 
Buford said of his regiment, “…[his] memory will not perish.” 
 

€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€€ 
 

On the Shelf 
  
The following books have been added to the Society’s Library since June 1, 2013. 
 
2161    Bollinger County 

Library     A Bollinger County Family History Collection 
3203-3 Eddleman    Cape Girardeau Co. Deed Books M-O, 1846-1850 
6191-a  Pruitt          Abstracts of Deeds - Lincoln County NC, Books 31-32 
8189  Cox      The COX Family 
9157  Snider     One SNIDER at a Time 
 

                                                           
12 Missouri Digital Heritage. Missouri State Archives, Missouri Office of the Secretary, Jefferson City, MO. 
http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/ 
13 Ibid. 
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QUERIES ??? QUERIES ??? QUERIES ??? QUERIES ??? 
QUERIES are FREE to members of the Cape Girardeau County Genealogical Society, and should be sent to: Bill Eddleman, 1831 

Ricardo Drive, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701. (email: eddlemanw@sbcglobal.net). Please include mailing address if submitting by email. 
 

WEIGLEY,  I’m currently researching  the WEIGLEY family history and I’m hoping to receive 
WEGERLEIN, information concerning Martha CLAY (1763-1819), daughter of Catherine 
CLAY,   WEGERLEIN/WEIGLEY and Nicholas CLAY and wife of John MILLER. Martha 
MILLER   d.1819 in Cape Girardeau, Mo. She and her husband had the following children: 
     Nicholas, b. 1780; Isaac, b. 1781; Abraham, b. 1788; Susan, b. 1786; Hannah, b. 
     1790; Henry, b. 1793; John Clay, b. 1794; Joseph Daniel, b. 1796; Jacob, b. 1799; 
     Catherine, b. 1800; and Sophia, b. 1805. Would greatly appreciate any information 
     on this family. Mary L. Weigley; P.O. Box 612; Richland, Pa. 17087. Email:  
     mweigley209@comcast.net 
 
ALLEN   This photograph was sent to Nellie Allen Stanton from cousins in Raton, NM in 
     1923. I have spent considerable time researching this photograph. I talked to the 
     librarians at the Raton, NM library, who sent me to the noted historian in that area. 
     She did some research for me but could not help. I talked to an Allen family still 
     residing in Raton, but they don’t recognize the faces. No one seems to know who 
     this handsome family is. I’ve researched the census documents, knowing that the 
     railroad was pushing through areas of New Mexico during that time, with no luck. I 
     did find information on Mr. Zeller, who was the photographer and worked in Raton, 
     NM and surrounding areas, but his business was sold many years ago and the 
     whereabouts of his work is unknown. What I do know is that I am in possession of 
     this photography which was sent to my aunt, Nellie Allen Stanton. Please note the 
     written inscription. Does anyone recognize these people? They are possibly 
     members of the Allen/Brown/Goines family of Cape Girardeau. Celeste Stanton, 
     Austin, TX, (512)834-9453.Email: celestial389@aol.com 
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-Books for Research Using Land Records -- Cape Girardeau Co. Genealogical Society- 
 

Deed Abstracts of Cape Girardeau County, Missouri  - Deed Books A/B-F      $35 
(1798-1826) by Bill Eddleman and Jane Randol Jackson. (210 pages, 33 page every name and 
location indices,  9 page introduction, 3 land plats, 6 maps, every name and location indices). 
 

Deed Abstracts of Cape Girardeau County, Missouri Deed Books G-I (1826-1838)    $20 
by Bill Eddleman (129 pages, every name, slave, and location indices, 8 page introduction, 3 maps) 
 

Deed Abstracts of Cape Girardeau Co., Books J-L, 1838-1846 . (170 pages, 36 page   $25 
every name, slave, and location indices,  9 page introduction, 1 land plat, 3 maps).      
 

Purchasers of Government Lands in Cape Girardeau County - Compiled and transcribed  $20 
by Bill Eddleman from U. S. Bureau of Land Management records, Cape Girardeau Co. Tract Book, 
Swamp Land Patents, and School Land Sales.  (120 pages, every name index). 
 
Deed Abstracts of Stoddard County, Missouri  - Deed Books A-C, 1835-1852     $20 
by Bill Eddleman (64 pages, 11 page every name, slave and location indices, 8 page introduction, 6 maps) 
 

Original Land Patentees Series - Compiled by Bill Eddleman from U. S. Bureau of Land Management 
records.  Names, land parcel locations, certificate and file numbers, dates of patents, maps. Every name index. 
   Bollinger Co. - 115 pages.        $17 
   Madison Co. – 80 pages        $17 
   Stoddard Co. - 62 pages.         $10 
   Wayne Co. - 125 pages.        $17 
 

New Publication Offering 
 
Abstracts of Cape Girardeau County Deeds, Books M-O, 1846-1850       $25 

by Bill Eddleman. Abstracts of 1,736 deeds transacted between 16 Feb 1846 and 31 Dec 1850. 
Includes introduction, copies of 12 plats, county map, full name and location index, and slave 
index (by grantor and grantee). Softbound, 8 ½ x 11 in. 

 
We pay postage. Please include SASE when writing if you need further details about any book, or for a brochure with a 
complete list of publications. A complete list of publications may requested for a SASE, and can also be viewed on our web 
site:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~mocgcgs/pubs.htm  Mail order from: Cape Girardeau County Genealogical Society, P.O. 
Box 571, Jackson, MO 63755, or purchase at the Cape Girardeau County Archive Center in Jackson, MO. 

 
Cape Girardeau County Genealogical Society’s Research Books, Microfilm, and all research aids are housed at 
the Cape Girardeau County Archive Center, 112 East Washington, Jackson, MO 63755. The Library is closed 
on Sunday and Monday, and open 8:30-5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, by apt. on Saturday. MEETINGS are 
held at the Archive Center at 7:00 p.m. the 4th Tuesday of Jan., March, Sept., and Nov. and at 7:30 p.m. the 4th 
Tuesday of May and July. COLLAGE quarterly is sent free to members in March, June, Sept., and Dec. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION------------------------------------------------------- 
MAIL TO:  Cape Girardeau Co. Genealogical Society, Betty Voss, Membership, P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MO 63755. DUES:  
Individual $10.00   Couple $15.00 
 
NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________  PHONE (           ) ___________ 
 
CITY _______________________________________________________ STATE ___________________ ZIP ___________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Researching Surnames ___________________  ____________________  ____________________  ___________________ 
 

DUES ARE DUE IN MAY 


